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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Cites  silver  Argentina  coinage 

Reference  the  "DID  YOU  KNOW"  at  the  bottom  of  page  196,  June  issue. 

Mr.  Etzel  apparently  ignored  the  World  Cup  commemorative  silver  pieces. 
Maybe  they  were  not  indeed  struck  in  Argentina,  but  they  were  issued 
by  the  Argentine  government,  and  qualify  as  20th  century  Argentine 
coinage. 


Joseph  E.  Boling 
APO  San  Francisco 

********************************************************************** 
SEYCHELLES,  NEW  COINAGE,  1982 


by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1539 

This  island  republic  in  the  Indian  Ocean  has  issued  a new  six-piece 
coinage.  There  are  cupro-nickel  pieces  for  5 rupees,  1 rupee  and  25 
cents.  These  have  respective  diameters  of  29mm,  25.5mm  and  19mm,  and 
all  are  reeded.  There  are  also  nickel-brass  coins  for  10,  5 and  1 
cent.  Their  respective  diameters  are  21mm,  18mm  and  16mm,  and  they 
have  smooth  edges.  The  entire  set  used  the  obverse  type  of  1977,  and 
the  cupro-nickel  pieces  use  the  reverse  types  of  that  series.  The 
reverses  of  the  10,  5 and  1 cent  coins  show  a fish,  palm  trees  and 
a crab  respectively. 

The  new  round  5-rupee  coin  replaces  a former  one  that  was  seven-sided 
like  the  British  50-pence  piece.  The  border  on  the  new  pieces  is  10- 
sided  to  help  distinguish  it  from  the  older  1-rupee  coins  of  nearly 
the  same  size.  There  is  no  50-cent  coin  in  the  new  coinage.  The  25- 
cent  coins  of  1982  and  1977  are  very  similar  except  that  the  former 
has  toothed  rims  and  the  latter  has  plain  rims.  The  nickel-brass 
1-cent  coin  costs  much  more  to  produce  than  its  face  value  which  is 
about  1/10  cent  U.S.  funds.  Does  anyone  know  if  this  denomination  was 
intended  for  circulation?  This  denomination  had  been  aluminum  since 
1972. 
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THE  SEDE  VACANTE  TALERS  OF  THE 
HOLY  ROMAN  EMPIRE 


by  John  S.  Davenport , Coral  Gables , Florida,  NI  U 602 

The  Holy  Roman  Empire,  which  has  been  cynically  described  as  being 
neither  Holy,  Roman  nor  an  Empire,  had  its  origin  probably  when 
Charlemagne  was  crowned  emperor  in  800  and  ruled  over  a Germany  united 
under  one  ruler  for  the  first  time.  Feudalism  as  it  originated  and 
spread  during  the  medieval  period  virtually  demolished  any  unified 
territory  and  left  in  its  place  a number  of  dukes  ruling  over  a group 
of  some  10  or  12  great  duchies. 

Magyars,  Slavs,  and  Northmen,  however,  pressed  on  several  borders,  and 
the  need  for  some  sort  of  unified  defense  was  obvious.  So  in  911  Con- 
rad of  Franconia  was  chosen  German  king,  though  not  without  consider- 
able displeasure  on  the  part  of  some  dukes.  Conrad's  successor, 

Henry  the  Fowler  (919-936),  duke  of  Saxony,  an  excellent  ruler,  suc- 
ceeded in  rounding  out  a united  nation.  Henry's  son,  Otto  the  Great 
(936-973)  on  his  appearance  in  Rome  in  961  received  from  the  Pope  the 
imperial  crown.  Otto  is  perhaps  responsible  for  the  ultimate  segmen- 
tation of  Germany  as  he  split  up  the  duchies,  established  marches,  and 
confirmed  ecclesiastical  rulers  in  their  temporal  possessions. 

Otto's  successors  following  his  example  were  crowned  at  Aix-la-Chap- 
pelle,  and  claimed  as  their  right  coronation  by  the  Pope  in  Rome.  So 
originated  the  sobriquet  of  Holy  Roman  Empire. 

Before  the  election  of  Rudolph  of  Habsburg  as  emperor  in  1273  the  situ- 
ation in  Germany  had  reached  a state  where  the  various  princes  and 
many  towns  as  well  as  the  ecclesiastical  rulers  had  become  virtually 
independent  as  the  powers  of  the  emperor  evaporated.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  several  family  dynasties  had  succeeded  one  another  as  each 
became  extinct,  the  imperial  crown  had  always  been  recognized  as  e- 
lective.  Theoretically  the  emperor  was  chosen  by  all  of  the  nobles, 
but  in  practice  the  right  to  select  the  king  had  passed  into  the  hands 
of  a small  but  varying  group  of  leading  princes.  Several  attempts 
were  made  to  designate  these,  and  at  the  election  of  1257  seven  of 
them  took  part.  Thus  arose  the  electoral  college,  which  was  to  con- 
tinue to  operate  until  the  extinction  of  the  Empire  in  1806.  The 
specific  details  for  this  body  were  finally  delineated  in  the  Golden 
Bull  which  the  Emperor  Charles  IV  promulgated  in  1356.  There  were  to 
be  seven  perpetual  electors,  three  ecclesiastical,  the  Archbishops  of 
Cologne,  Mainz  and  Trier,  and  four  lay,  the  King  of  Bohemia,  the  Duke 
of  Saxony,  the  Margrave  of  Brandenburg,  and  the  Count  Palatine  of  the 
Rhine.  This  had  required  some  arbitrary  decisions.  The  Saxon  vote  of 
the  Wettin  family  had  been  given  to  Saxe-Wi ttenberg , the  southern 
branch  of  the  family  and  not  to  Saxe-Lauenburg , the  northern.  Like- 
wise the  vote  of  the  Wettelsbach  family,  which  ruled  both  in  Bavaria 
and  in  the  Pfalzrhein,  was  given  to  the  latter  not  the  former.  Altho 
in  theory  the  crown  remained  elective,  with  the  elevation  of  Albert 
of  Austria  in  1438  until  1740  the  choice  was  always  a member  of  the 
Habsburg  family. 
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The  electors  all  held  special  positions  in  the  Empire: 

Archbishop  of  Mainz  - President  of  the  Electoral  College,  Primate 
and  Arch-Chancellor  of  Germany 

Archbishop  of  Cologne  - Arch-Chancellor  of  Italy 

Archbishop  of  Trier  - Arch-Chancellor  of  Arles  (Burgundy) 

King  of  Bohemia  - Arch-Cupbearer 

Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine  - Arch-Steward , later  Imperial  Treas- 
urer 

Margrave  of  Brandenburg  - Arch-Chamberlain 

Duke  of  Saxony  - Arch-Marshal,  ex-officio  Imperial  Regent 

Duke  of  Bavaria  - Arch-Steward  after  1623 

Duke  of  Hannover  - Imperial  Standard-bearer,  Arch-Treasurer 
after  1714 

Four  more  electors  were  added  in  1803  who  never  functioned  and  who 
disappeared  in  1806;  the  Duke  of  Baden,  the  Duke  of  WUrttemberg,  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel , and  Salzburg  secularized  in  1802  into  a 
principality.  The  number  of  lay  electors  had  increased  over  the  years. 
After  the  defeat  of  the  Protestant  forces  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Thirty  Years  War  in  1621  Friedrich  I of  the  Palatinate  of  the  Rhine, 
not  only  lost  his  Palatinate  but  had  his  electoral  vote  taken  from 
him  and  given  to  his  cousin  in  Bavaria.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
with  the  Peace  of  Westphalia  in  1648  his  son  was  restored  to  the 
Palatinate  and  made  an  eighth  elector.  When  the  Bavarian  line  of  Wit- 
telsbachs  died  out  in  1777  and  the  Pfalz  line  succeeded  the  two  elec- 
torates were  merged  into  one.  Furthermore  in  1692  Ernst  August, 
bishop  of  OsnabrUck  and  Duke  of  Brunswick-Calenberg  for  his  services 
to  the  emperor  was  created  the  ninth  elector  in  Hannover  over  the 
protests  of  some  of  the  other  electors. 

The  religious  affiliations,  while  having  no  bearing  on  the  coin  issues, 
are  of  some  interest.  The  three  archbishops  were  obviously  Catholic 
altho  we  have  one  elector  of  Cologne  becoming  a Protestant  and  then 
being  driven  out  of  his  diocese.  The  King  of  Bohemia  was  also  Arch- 
duke of  Austria  and  Catholic.  The  Habsburgs  always  had  one  sure  vote 
for  themselves.  The  other  three  original  lay  electors  were  generally 
Protestants  altho  Friedrich  August  I of  Saxony  turned  Catholic  when 
he  was  elected  King  of  Poland.  The  Wittelsbachs  balanced  one  another, 
usually  an  ardent  Protestant  in  the  Palatinate  and  a confirmed  Catho- 
lic in  Bavaria.  All  the  Brunswick  dukes,  who  were  soon  to  inherit  the 
throne  of  England  because  they  were  Protestants,  were  Protestants. 

After  the  death  of  an  emperor  there  was  always  a brief  interval  before 
the  electors  gathered  to  make  the  new  choice.  During  this  vacant 
period  or  sede  vacante  the  electors  were  known  as  vicars  or  caretakers 
of  the  empire  until  the  new  emperor  could  take  over.  It  became  the 
custom  for  some  of  them  to  issue  coins  during  this  interval  showing 
their  position,  and  so  we  have  a series  of  sede  vacante  coins.  No 
such  intervals  were  marked  by  any  of  the  coins  before  1600  and  none 
after  1800.  So  the  group  consists  of  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen- 
tury pieces  only.  There  were  eleven  opportunities  for  these  issues. 

The  deaths  of  the  various  emperors  occurred  on  the  following  dates: 
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Rudolph  II 

1612 

Charles 

VI 

1740 

Matthias 

1619 

Charles 

VII 

1745 

Ferdinand  II 

1637 

Franci s 

I 

1765 

Ferdinand  III 

1657 

Joseph 

II 

1790 

Leopold  I 

1705 

Leopold 

II 

1792 

Joseph  I 

1711 

No  pieces  appeared  after  the  death  of  Ferdinand  II,  possibly  because 
Germany  was  in  the  midst  of  the  Thirty  Years  War.  And  none  after 
Leopold's  death,  possibly  again  because  the  War  of  the  Spanish  Suc- 
cession was  in  progress.  And  finally  none  after  that  of  Francis  I, 
who  had  never  really  acted  as  emperor.  The  eight  remaining  all  had 
at  least  one  piece  to  mark  their  passing.  Charles  VI  had  ten. 


There  are  no  such  pieces  from  the  ecclesiastical  electors.  Cologne 
had  sede  vacante  pieces  in  1688  to  mark  the  transition  between  arch- 
bishops, and  Trier  one  in  1715  for  her  own  similar  situation. 


With  the  lay  electors  Bohemia,  Brandenburg,  and  Brunswick  issued  no 
transition  coins.  So  the  bulk  of  the  issues  were  supplied  by  Saxony 
in  east  Germany  and  the  Palatinate  in  west  Germany.  Bavaria  in  the 
south  issued  pieces  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 


Pfalz-Zweibruckens  Johann  II,  1612.  Dav.  7184 


The  first  emissions  came  after  the  death  of  Rudolph  II  in  1612.  Saxony 
issued  pieces  of  5,  4,  3,  2 and  1 talers  dated  1612.  The  reverse 
legend  reads  SA:  ROM:  IMP:  ARCHIMARSCHALL : EL:  ET  VICARIVS  - Arch- 
marshal of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  Elector  and  Imperial  Regent."  A 
second  issue  with  similar  wording  has  the  date  above  the  coat  of  arms 
instead  of  being  divided  by  it.  The  other  piece  of  this  date  is  a 
coin  of  Johann  II  of  Pfal z-Zwei brUcken , who  was  acting  as  regent  for 
his  under-age  brother-in-law  Friedrich  V of  Pfalz-Simmern.  the  in- 
scription on  this  piece  indicates  his  several  functions:  IOAN.  D.G. 

CO.  P.R.T.  £ AD.  S.R.I.  PROVISOR.  & VICARIUS  DUX  B.  CO.  - "Johann  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhein,  Regent  and  Administrator, 
Hereditary  Elector  Palatine,  Administrator  and  Imperial  Regent,  Duke 
of  Bavaria,  Count  (of  Veldenz  & Sponheim)."  Rudolph  had  shown  signs 
of  insanity  towards  the  end  of  his  reign  and  had  been  furiously  angry 
when  his  brothers  replaced  him  with  one  of  themselves  as  regent.  There 
must  have  been  many  sighs  of  relief  at  his  passing. 
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Saxony 3 Johccnn  Georg 3 1619 . Dav.  7597 


Succeeding  him  was  his  brother  Matthias,  who  after  a short  reign  died 
in  1619.  Saxony  again  dutifully  minted  1 and  2 taler  coins  dated  1619. 
The  reverse  has  a twelve  line  inscription  with  Johann  Georg's  many 
titles:  "Duke  of  Saxony,  JUlich,  Cleve,  Berg,  Landgrave  of  Thuringia, 
Margrave  of  Meissen,  Burggrave  of  Magdeburg,  Count  of  Mark  and  Ravens- 
burg.  Lord  in  Ravenstein."  To  these  are  added  his  posts,  "Archmarshal, 
Elector,  and  after  Matthias's  death  Vicar.  The  obverse  has  an  eques- 
trian figure  of  the  duke,  dividing  the  date  16  - 19,  with  Saxon  shield 
below,  and  the  legend  PRO  LEGE  ET  GREGE  around.  Neither  Matthias  nor 
any  of  his  four  brothers  had  male  offspring,  and  the  next  election  went 
to  his  cousin  Ferdinand  II,  who  (as  noted  above)  had  no  coins  issued 
after  his  death  in  1637. 

The  death  in  1657  of  Ferdinand  III,  who  had  succeeded  his  father  in 
1637,  was  marked  by  several  emissions  each  from  Saxony  and  Pfalz.  The 
first  normal  size  Saxon  issues  of  3,2  and  1 talers  have  reverses  simi- 
lar to  the  Saxon  pieces  of  1619  recording  all  of  the  duke's  titles  and 
positions.  The  story  behind  the  second  issue  dated  1657  and  1658  is 
an  embarrassing  one.  Both  this  issue  and  the  first  one  in  1657  have 
on  the  obverse  an  equestrian  figure  of  the  duke  facing  right  and  the 
legend  DEO  ET  PATRIA.  On  the  first  one  the  legend  reads  from  left  to 
right  which  places  DEO  at  the  rear  end  of  the  horse.  Loud  cries  arose 
and  on  the  second  reverse  the  legend  has  moved  DEO  to  the  horse's  head. 

An  issue  unique  in  this  whole  series  was  the  4,  3,  2 and  1 talers  of 
1657  c.  60  mm.  in  diameter.  These  have  the  duke  of  horseback  with  the 
DEO  ET  PATRIA  legend  properly  arranged  with  DEO  at  the  horse's  head. 

The  twelve  line  inscription  on  the  reverse  has  the  same  titles  and 
posts  of  the  elector  and  his  vicar  position  on  the  death  of  Ferdinand 
III.  These  are  handsome  pieces,  the  4 talers  weiqhing  c.  118  gr. 

The  two  coins  from  Pfalz  on  the  same  occasion  have  similar  reverses 
with  helmeted  arms  and  the  legend  DOMINUS  PROVIDEBIT.  The  obverses 
are  quite  different.  One  has  only  a nine  line  legend  with  the  elec- 
tor's who's  who.  "Karl  Ludwig,  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  Arch- 
treasurer and  Elector,  Commissioner  and  Vicar  in  part  of  the  Rhine- 
land, Swabia  and  in  parts  of  the  Franconian  rights,  Duke  of  Bavaria". 
The  second  has  the  duke's  bust  with  the  same  legend  much  abbreviated. 
The  legend  notes  the  changes  in  status  of  the  Pfalz  elector  as  the 
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Pfalz-Simmem,  Karl  Ludwig  1657.  Dav.  7151 


archsteward  honor  which  he  lost  in  1623  has  been  replaced  with  his  new 
and  lesser  position  as  arch-treasurer  when  the  new  electorate  was 
created  for  him  in  1648. 

Ferdinand  Ill's  son  and  successor  Leopold  I died  in  1705  after  a long 
reiqn.  Again,  as  noted  previously,  no  coins  appeared  on  the  occasion. 
The  short  reign  of  his  son  Joseph  I ended  in  1711,  and  tho  the  War  of 
Spanish  Succession  was  still  in  progress  or  degeneration,  both  the 
Saxon  and  Pfalz  electors  noted  the  occasion. 


Saxony , Fm',pd.m\oh  Augustus  I,  1711.  Da:o.2655 

The  2 and  1 taler  pieces  of  Friedrich  August  of  Saxony  who  was  also 
King  of  Poland  are  handsome  pieces  with  an  equestrian  statue  of  the 
elector-king  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  two  tablets  draped  with 
insignia,  the  king's  name  and  titles  above  and  below  a tablet  with 
"Vicar  after  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Joseph  I"  and  the  date.  The 
1711  piece  of  Johann  Wilhelm  of  Pfal z-Neuberg  has  the  elector’s  bust 
and  titles  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  with  double  eagle  and 
coat  of  arms  the  occasion  "admini strator  and  vicar." 

Joseph's  brother  Charles  VI,  the  last  of  the  male  Habsburqs  spent  his 
reign  in  negotiations  trying  to  make  sure  his  daughter  Maria  Theresa 
would  succeed  him  as  a woman  according  to  Salic  law  was  not  permitted 
to.  He  succeeded  but  not  without  some  unfortunate  concomitant  circum- 
stances. His  death  in  1740  provided  the  greatest  number  of  vicariat 
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pieces , ten  in  all. 


Saxony , Friedrich  August  II,  1741,  Dav.  2669 


Friedrich  August  II  had  succeeded  his  father  in  1733  as  elector  of 
Saxony  and  was  also  elected  king  of  Poland.  His  first  emission  on 
this  occasion  consisted  of  2 and  1 taler  pieces  dated  1740.  Bust  and 
title  occupy  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  the  customary  double  eaqle 
and  shield  with  the  legend  "admi ni strator  in  the  areas  of  Saxon  law 
and  vicar."  A second  issue  followed  in  1741  as  Charles  VII  was  not 
elected  emperor  until  1742.  This  has  an  equestrian  figure  and  titles, 
and  on  the  reverse  the  vacant  imperial  throne  with  the  vicar  desig- 
nati  on . 


Bavaria,  Karl.  Albert  fi  Karl  Philip,  1740.  Dav.  1946 


The  Wittelsbach  cousins  separately  and  jointly  issued  coins  during 
this  interim.  Karl  Philipp  of  Pfal z-Neuberg  has  a conventional  piece 
with  bust  and  arms  with  his  vicarship  noted  on  a 1H  taler  of  1740 
Karl  Albert  of  Bavaria  has  similar  pieces  of  2 and  1 talers  of  the 
same  date.  Then  followed  a group  of  four  pieces  including  a double 
taler  with  conjoined  busts  of  the  two  electors,  one  of  whom  was  to 
become  the  next  emperor.  The  coins  are  of  conventional  design  except 
for  the  two  busts  with  the  occasion  variously  noted  as  VICARIORVM. 

VI  CAR  I I , and  VICARY. 
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Pfalz-Sulzbach , Karl  Theodore,  1745.  Dau.  2532 


The  first  non-Habsburg  (he  had  married  an  Austrian  grand-duchess, 
daughter  of  the  Emperor  Joseph  I ) to  be  elected  emperor  since  1437 
was  Karl  Albert,  Duke  of  Bavaria  in  1742.  The  election  had  involved 
a bitter  struggle,  and  success  was  short  lived  as  the  emperor  died  in 
1745.  Saxony  dutifully  reissued  her  portrait  piece  of  1740  now  dated 
1745.  A second  piece  modeled  on  the  regular  coinage  but  with  ET 
V I CAR I US  added  was  minted.  And  a third  in  2 and  1 taler  denominations 
with  an  equestrian  elector  on  obverse  has  the  legend  ending  "Adminis- 
trator and  Elector".  The  reverse  has  a crowned  eagle  with  sword  and 
below  "Administrator  in  the  Imperial  interim."  Karl  Theodor  of  Pfalz- 
Sulzbach  produced  a conventionally  designed  piece  for  the  occasion 


Saxony,  Friedrich  August  III,  1790.  Dav.  2697 


Maria  Theresa's  husband  Francis  of  Lorraine  was  chosen  emperor  in 
1745  and  died  in  1765  with  no  vicariat  notice.  His  son  succeeded  as 
Joseph  II  and  reigned  until  his  death  in  1790.  Friedrich  August  III, 
Duke  of  Saxony,  issued  a bust  / eagle  taler  dated  1790  with  his  title 
elector  and  imperial  vicar.  His  confrere  in  Bavaria  did  much  more 
nobly  with  no  less  than  four  pieces.  Three  have  bust  rt.  and  one 
bust  left.  All  have  the  double  eagle  with  shield  and  1790  date.  And 
all  are  inscribed  administrator  and  vicar.  These  came  from  both  the 
Munich  and  Mannheim  mints. 
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Bavaria 3 Karl  Theodor , 1792  3 Dav.  1973 


The  final  pieces  came  after  the  short  two  year  reign  of  Joseph's 
brother  Leopold  II  who  died  in  1792.  Friedrich  August  of  Saxony's 
coin  resembles  his  1790  emission  but  with  no  mention  of  the  vicariat. 
Instead  we  have  "interim  (for  the  second  time)  Administrator  of  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire."  Again  his  confere  did  him  better  by  issuing  two 
very  similar  pieces  with  bust  and  double  eagle  with  shield.  Both 
indicate  they  were  for  the  vacante  period. 

The  empire  was  beginning  to  disintegrate.  France  had  already  invaded 
German  territory,  welcomed  in  many  places  as  a liberator  from  local 
opressions.  In  1804  the  Emperor  Francis  II  foreseeing  the  end  de- 
clared himself  Emperor  of  Austria,  and  in  1806  on  the  formation  of 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine  he  resigned,  and  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  and 
the  German  kingdom  came  to  an  end. 

********************************************************************* 


THE  ROUND  POUNDS  0F_  18 17 

by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln 3 Nebraska , NI  # 1539 

During  the  Napoleonic  wars,  small  notes  replaced  guineas,  and  the 
mint  struck  only  fractional  guineas.  Lord  Liverpool's  Coinage  Act 
of  June  22,  1816  provided  for  the  coinage  of  20  and  10  shilling 
coins  to  be  callaed  sovereigns  and  halves.  Beginning  in  November, 
1816  the  Bank  of  England  began  to  pay  out  guineas  for  small  notes. 

On  July  5,  1817  it  began  to  pay  new  sovereigns  for  small  notes.  New 
half-sovereigns  began  to  enter  circulation  October  11,  1817.  The 
public  still  preferred  one  and  two  pound  notes  to  either  guineas  or 
the  new  pounds,  and  they  took  the  gold  pieces  back  to  banks  and  asked 
for  small  notes.  Not  until  after  1819  did  the  Bank  of  England  force 
retirement  of  notes  less  than  five  pounds. 

********************************************************************* 


A PRESTIGIOUS  ORDER  - THE  GOLDEN  F LEECE 

Member  kinghts  of  the  Golden  Fleece  were  required  to  prove  their 
noble  descent  from  the  12th  century.  The  collar  worn  by  the  Grand 
Master  was  a chain  of  scrolled  links  interspersed  with  black  and 
white  enamelled  firestones  and  with  a golden  fleece  pendant  suspend- 
ed from  the  central  stone. 
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SPANISH  CIVIL  WAR  COUNTERFEIT  COINS 


by  Terris  C.  Howard , Mukilteo . Washington , ALT  # 1936 

The  coins  described  and  illustrated  in  this  article  are  sold  in  the 
Plaza  Mayor,  Madrid;  the  Plaza  Real,  Barcelona;  the  Plaza  del  Cabildo, 
Sevilla  and  the  various  other  plazas  and  flea  markets  dealing  with 
coins  in  Spain.  They  are  normally  sold  as  "Falsas"  (counterfeits  or 
imitiations)  and  they  are  usually  modern  imitations  of  the  coins  mint- 
ed during  the  Spanish  Civil  War  (1936-1939). 

The  unsuspecting  tourist  or  the  unknowl edgeable  collector  or  dealer 
could  be  deceived  by  these  counterfeits  at  some  of  the  flea  markets 
where  deception  is  the  art  of  selling.  Reputable  dealers  in  Spain 
would  not  think  of  selling  these  counterfeits  as  authentic  coins. 

The  authentic  issues  are  very  seldom  traded  or  sold  in  Spain  or  here 
and  I was  not  surprised  to  see  a counterfeit  appear  on  the  market 
here.  It  is  important  to  know  some  of  the  typical  characteristics  of 
both  the  authentic  and  the  counterfeit  coins.  The  diameters  and  wei- 
ghts are  of  the  actual  counterfeit  and  authentic  coins  illustrated. 
These  could  vary  and  should  not  be  relied  upon  for  detection  solely 
of  counterfeits.  Photographs  of  coins  are  englarged  to  show  detail. 

REPUBLICAN  ZONE  - CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT 


1938  - 10  Centimos  - YA103 


Counterfei t 

Diameter:  20.4mm 

Weight:  3.69  grms 

Metal : I ron 


Authentic 

Diameter:  20mm 

Weight:  3.96  gms 

Metal : Iron 


Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1.  Crude  legend  and  shield. 

2.  No  fine  vertical  lines  in  the  shield. 

3.  Large  crude  date  and  "centimos". 

4.  Medal  roation  instead  of  coin  rotation. 


The  coins  of  Asturias  and  Leon;  Santander,  Palencia  and  Burgos;  Menorca 
and  Euzkadi  (Viscaya)  do  not  appear  to  have  been  counterfeited  because 
of  the  quantities  minted. 

~ ARENYSDE  MAR  (BARCELONA) 

(1937)  - 50  Centimos  - KM- 1 
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Counterfeit 

Diameter:  20.5mm 

Weight:  1 .68  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 

Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1.  Narrow  shield  and  crude  tree. 

2.  "A"  in  "MUNICIPAL"  and  "MAR". 


Diameter:  20.2mm 

Weight : 1.80  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 


(1937)  - 1 Peseta  - KM-2  - No  counterfeit  data. 


- GRATALLOPS  (TARRAGONA) 
No  counterfeit  data. 


- IBI  (ALICANTE) 
No  counterfeit  data. 


- L ' AMETLLA  DEL  VALLS  (BARCELONA) 
(1937)  - 25  Centimes  - KM- 1 - No  counterfeit  data. 
(1937)  - 50  Centimos  - KM-2 


Counterfei t 


Authentic 


Diameter: 
Weight: 
Metal  : 


20mm 
0.88  gms 
Aluminum 


Di ameter : 
Weight : 
Metal : 


1 9 . 4mm 
.85  gms 
A1 uminum 


Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1 . Crude  legend.  t 

2.  Underline  missing  under  "ts"  of  "C — ". 

3.  Reverse  - the  vertical  lines  are  not  parallel. 
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(1937)  - 50  Centimos  - KM-2a 


Counterfeit 


Authentic 


Diameter:  20mm 

Weight:  0.92  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 


Diameter:  19.6mm 

Weight:  0.62  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 


Counterfeit  characteristics:  . 

1.  No  vertical  lines  above  and  below  "50  C— ". 

2.  Reverse  - the  vertical  lines  are  not  parallel. 

3.  Medal  rotation  instead  of  coin  rotation. 


(1937)  - 1 Peseta  - KM-3 


Counterfeit 


Authentic 


Diameter: 
Weight: 
Metal : 


25.5mm 
2.58  gms 
A1 uminum 


Diameter:  26mm 

Wei ght:  1 . 75  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 


Counterfiet  characteristics : 

1.  Crude  and  uneven  lettering. 

2.  No  spacing  between  "L'Ametlla"  and  "Del". 

3.  Reverse  - the  vertical  lines  are  not  parallel. 


(1937) 


- 1 Peseta  - KM-3a 

Diameter:  25.4mm 

Weight:  1.41  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 


Diameter:  26mm 

Weight:  1 .80  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 


Counterfeit  characteristics : 

1.  Crude  devices  on  the  obverse  and  the  reverse. 

2.  Letters  not  sharp. 
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Counterfei t 


Authenti c 


- NULLES  (TARRAGONA) 
No  counterfeit  data. 


- PLOT  (GERONA) 
No  counterfeit  data. 


- SARROCA  (LERIDA) 
No  counterfeit  data. 


- SEGARRA  DE  GAIA  (TARRAGONA) 
(1937)  - 1 Peseta  - KM-1  - No  counterfeit  data. 
(1937)  - 1 Peseta  - KM-1 a 


Counterfei t 


Authenti c 


Diameter:  24mm 

Weight:  3.86  gms 

Metal : Copper 


Diameter:  23.5mm 

Weight:  3.42  gms 

Metal : Copper 


Counterfeit  characteri sties : 

1.  Lettering  is  uneven  and  not  sharp. 

2.  The  vertical  lines  in  the  shield  are  not  parallel. 


(1937)  - 1 Peseta  - KM-2  - No  counterfeit  data. 
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NATIONALIST  ZONE  - BURGOS  GOVERNMENT 


(1937) 


10  Centimos  - All! 


(1) 


Counterfeit 


Authentic 


Diameter:  25.5mm 

Weight:  2.02  gms 

Metal:  Aluminum 


Diameter:  25mm  (approx.) 
Weight:  5 gms  (approx.) 
Metal:  Zinc 


Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1 . Weight  and  metal . 

2.  Crude  lettering  and  devices. 


- ARAHAL  (SEVILLA) 
(1936)  - 50  Centimos  - KM-1 


Counterfeit 


Authentic 


Diameter: 
Weight: 
Metal  : 


19.1mm 
2.48  gms 
Brass 


Diameter: 
Weight: 
Metal  : 


19mm 

2.24  gms 
Brass 


> 


Counterfeit  characteristics : 

1 . "0"  in  "50"  is  squared. 

2.  "C"  in  "Centimos"  is  less  than  2mm  in  height. 

3.  Left  DOT  not  in  line  with  the  right  DOT. 


(1)  - Author's  code  - Y-lll  is  the  Yeoman  number  for  the  10  Centimos 
issues  for  1940,  1941,  1945  and  1953  aluminum  coins. 
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(1936)  - 1 Peseta  - KM-2 


Counterfei t 

Diameter:  26.2mm 

Weight:  4.57  gms 

Metal : Brass 

Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1.  Right  leg  of  the  "A"  in 

2.  Left  DOT  not  in  line  wi 

3.  Horizontal  lines  in  the 


Authentic 

Diameter:  25.5mm 

Weight:  4.23  gms 

Metal : Brass 

"Peseta"  is  not  short, 
h the  right  DOT. 

"1"  are  not  evenly  spaced. 


(1936)  - 2 Pesetas  - KM-3 


Counterfeit 


Authentic 


Diameter:  29.7mm 

Weight:  5.81  gms 

Metal : Brass 


Diameter:  29.6mm 

Weight:  5.52  gms 

Metal:  Brass 


Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1.  Horizontal  lines  in  the  "2"  are  not  evenly  spaced. 


- CAZALLA  DE  LA  SIERRA  (SEVILLA) 
(1939)  - 10  Centimos  - KM-1 
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Counterfeit 
Diameter:  23.7mm 

Weight:  3.61  gms 

Metal  : Brass 


Authentic 
Diameter:  23.3mm 

Weight:  3.40  gms 

Metal  : Brass 


Counterfeit  characteristics : 

1.  Crude  and  uneven  lettering  on  the  obverse  and  reverse. 

2.  "ANO"  instead  of  "ANO"  in  the  legend. 

3.  Crude  shield. 


" LORA  DEL  RIO  (SEVILLA) 
(1939)  - 25  Centimos  - KM-1 


Counterfei t 


Diameter:  24mm 

Weight:  3.53  gms 

Metal : Brass 


Authentic 


Diameter:  23mm 

Weight:  3.36  gms 

Metal : Brass 


Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1.  The  lettering  in  the  shield  is  crude  and  unreadable. 

2.  The  legend  is  crude  and  positioned  high  in  relation  to  the 
shield. 

3.  Reverse  - the  lettering  of  "Provisional"  is  crude  and  large. 

4.  Reverse  - there  is  no  outline  of  the  numbers  "25". 


- MARCHENA  (SEVILLA) 
(1936)  - 25  Centimos  - KM-1 
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Counterfeit 

Diameter:  42mm 

Weight:  11.79  gms 

Metal : Brass 

Counterfeit  characteristics : 

1.  The  center  leg  of  the  "E"  i 

2.  The  lower  leg  of  the  "L"  in 


Authentic 

Diameter:  41.5mm 

Weight:  10.83  gms 

Metal : Brass 

"Vale"  is  too  long. 

"Vale"  is  wavy. 


(1936)  - 25  Centimos  - KM-la 


Counterfei t 


i 


Authentic 


Diameter:  42.2mm 

Weight:  12.0  gms 

Metal:  Brass 


Diameter:  41.5mm  (approx.) 
Weight:  11.0  gms  (approx.) 
Metal : Brass 


Counterfeit  characteri sties : 

1.  The  center  leg  of  the  "E"  in  "Vale"  is  too  long. 

2.  The  "M"  in  "MARCHENA"  is  too  sharp. 

3.  The  lower  leg  of  the  "L"  in  "Vale"  is  wavy. 


No 


- MOGUER  (HUELVA) 
counterfeit  data. 


- LA  PUEBLA  DE  CAZALLA  (SEVILLA) 
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(1939)  - 10  Centimos  - KM-1 


Authentic 


Counterfei  t 


Diameter:  24mm 

Weight:  3.52  gms 

Metal : Brass 


Diameter:  23mm  (approx.) 

Weight:  3.5  gms  (approx.) 

Metal : Brass 


Counterfeit  characteri sties : 

1.  The  lettering  is  crude  and  uneven  on  the  obverse  and  reverse. 

2.  The  horizontal  lines  in  the  "10"  are  uneven  and  short. 

3.  Medal  rotation  instead  of  coin  rotation. 


(1939)  - 25  Centimos  - KM-2 


Counterfeit  Authentic 


Diameter:  27.3mm  Diameter:  26mm 

Weight:  4.8  gms  Weight:  4.32  gms 

Metal:  Brass  Metal:  Brass 

Counterfeit  characteristics: 

1.  The  lettering  is  irregular  and  uneven. 

2.  "x"  instead  of  "+"  between  "Puebla"  and  "Curso"  and  between 
"Cazalla"  and  "Interior". 

3.  Medal  rotation  instead  of  coin  rotation. 

P When  in  doubt  of  these  coins,  have  the  coin  authenticated  as  I have  pre- 
viously mentioned  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  (June  1983).  Above  all,  I would 
appreciate  any  information  not  listed  or  illustrated  that  may  assist 
me  in  cataloging  these  issues  and  any  other  Spanish  counterfeits. 
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ABOUT  THOSE  COUNTERSTAMPS 

THE  DUTCH  PROVINCES  OF  HOLLAND  AND  ZEELAND  IN  1573-1574 


by  Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot , Calgary 3 Alberta3  Canada , NI  # 1786 

In  October  1555  the  Emperor  Charles  V abdicated  as  Lord  of  the  Nether-  I 

lands,  comprising  most  of  modern  Netherlands,  Belgium  and  Luxembourg.  ^ 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Philip  (II),  who  in  1556  also  became  King 
of  Spain.  This  prince  was  much  less  flexible  and  diplomatic  than  his 
father.  Also  he  knew  neither  the  language  nor  the  customs  of  his  new 
subjects.  He  started  on  a centralizing  policy  for  the  disjointed 
duchies,  counties  and  lordships  that  made  up  the  Netherlands.  Some  of 
this  was  certainly  long  overdue.  But  between  these  centralizing  measures 
and  his  fanatic  persecution  of  heretics  (everybody  who  was  not  a "good" 
Catholic)  he  created  increasing  unrest  among  both  nobles  and  burghers. 

In  1556  a widespread  outbreak  of  rioting  occurred  during  which  the 
Protestant  mob  desecrated  churches  and  molested  Catholic  clergy.  This 
prompted  the  king  to  send  his  most  trusted  and  able  general,  the  Duke 
of  Alba  (Alva)  at  the  head  of  a large  army  to  the  Low  Countries.  During 
his  tenure  as  Governor  General  Alva  made  ample  use  of  terror  to  keep  the 
population  of  the  Netherlands  under  control.  Thousands  of  people  fled 
and  most  went  into  exile,  from  William  of  Nassau,  Prince  of  Orange, 
probably  the  greatest  noble  in  the  land,  to  many  impoverished  people. 
Prince  William  who  had  been  the  royal  stadhouder  (governor)  in  Holland, 
Zeeland  and  Utrecht,  and  his  brothers  the  Counts  of  Nassau  tried  several 
armed  invasions  of  the  Low  Countries.  Each  time  they  were  outgeneralled  A 
by  Alva  or  defeated  by  lack  of  money  to  pay  their  troops.  ^ 

A fluke  changed  the  situation  drastically.  Part  of  the  exiles  had  taken 
to  the  seas,  where  they  made  their  living  by  piracy  (though  with  pri- 
vateering licences  issued  by  the  Sovereign  Prince  of  Orange).  A fleet 
of  these  so-called  Sea  Beggars  was  denied  the  further  use  of  English 
harbors,  on  orders  of  Queen  Elizabeth  I.  On  their  way  to  search  for  a 
safe  port  they  received  news  that  the  strategic  small  port  of  Den  Briel 
was  temporarily  without  a garrison.  On  April  1,  1572  they  took  the  city, 
at  first  intending  to  loot  it  and  leave  it.  But  their  feat  was  the  sig- 
nal for  a widespread  revolt,  mainly  in  Holland  and  Zeeland,  much  less 
in  the  other  provinces  where  Alva's  army  was  concentrated.  Even  in 
Holland  and  Zeeland  not  all  cities  went  over.  Amsterdam,  Middelburg, 
and  Goes  remained  loyal.  The  fact  that  in  many  cases  the  Protestant 
hotheads  turned  out  to  be  as  intolerant  as  formerly  many  Catholics, 
even  if  generally  their  persecutions  against  the  adherents  of  the  old 
religion  were  less  harsh,  also  harmed  the  cause  of  the  rebels.  Soon 
Alva  struck  back.  He  went  about  it  in  quite  a ruthless  way  and  in  a 
short  time  struck  down  the  rebellion  outside  Holland  and  Zeeland.  And 
he  made  large  inroads  into  those  two  provinces.  To  understand  why  they 
were  not  overrun  sooner  it  must  be  realized  that  Holland  which  now  looks 
rather  solid  on  a map  had  an  enormous  amount  of  smaller  and  larger  lakes^ 
and  rivers  at  the  time,  and  that  Zeeland  had  far  more  islands  than  nowa-^ 
days.  In  December  1572  Don  Fadrique  Alva's  son  laid  siege  to  the  im- 
portant city  of  Haarlem.  As  its  defences  were  weak  he  thought  that  he 
could  take  it  in  a few  weeks.  Its  capture,  together  with  the  Spanish 
possession  of  Amsterdam  would  effectively  divide  the  rebels  in  Holland 
in  two. 
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The  badly  deteriorated  military  situation  combined  with  the  chronic  need 
for  more  money  to  pay  the  mercenary  soldiers  (needed  to  stiffen  the  bur- 
ger troops  against  the  best  army  in  Europe)  led  the  rebel  Estates 
(Government)  of  Holland  to  an  ingenious  fiscal  measure. 

A placard  issued  on  February  7,  1573  decreed  that  all  coins  above  the 
value  of  3k  stuivers  had  to  be  stamped  before  they  could  be  spent.  The 
counterstamping  would  raise  the  value  as  expressed  in  stuivers  by  roughly 
one-eighth.  This  is  somewhat  like  having  your  dollar  marked,  making  it 
worth  115  cents.  The  difference  had  to  be  paid  to  the  government  as  an 
interest  free  loan  for  the  period  of  one  year.  As  a matter  of  fact 
under  the  circumstances  the  loan  was  never  paid  back  and  later  the  value 
of  the  unmarked  coins  rose  to  the  same  level  as  that  of  the  stamped 
pieces.  It  should  be  noted  that  though  only  stamped  coins  could  be  paid 
out,  it  was  not  illegal  to  own  unmarked  coins.  This  forced  loan  was  not 
universally  popular  but  it  did  raise  large  sums  of  money.  The  counter- 
stamping lasted  well  into  1574,  long  after  the  surrender  of  Haarlem 
in  July  of  1573. 

Two  different  kinds  of  stamps  were  used,  the  first  the  lion  rampant  of 
Holand  in  an  oval  of  pearls,  the  second  the  same  lion  on  a shield  in  an 
oval  of  pearls.  The  former  is  more  used  on  smaller  sized  coins,  silver 
and  gold,  the  latter  more  on  large  coins,  but  this  is  by  no  means  the 
universal  rule. 


1 

Cnmk  Lion  Rampant  ( rev)  in  oval  of  pearls 
on  l/i 5 Phi  l ip  s da  alder  1567,  Ge  tde  r land. 

Figure.  1 shows  the  first  mark  on  a 1/5  Phi  1 i psdaa lder  1567  of  Gelder- 
land.  Figure  2 shows  the  second  mark  applied  to  a Siegepiece,  a 
1572  Velddaalder  of  Haarlem,  raising  its  value  from  32  to  36  stuivers. 
That  coin  is  a real  testimonial  both  to  the  siege  that  in  part  prompted 
the  counterstamping,  and  to  that  measure  itself. 

Much  less  is  known  about  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  counter- 
stamping in  the  island  province  of  Zeeland.  This  is  probably  because 
its  capital,  Middelburg  was  in  Spanish  hands  until  February  1574  and 
its  Estates  only  met  irregularly.  Luckily  many  supporting  documents 
were  published  before  the  Second  World  War  when  German  war  action 
destroyed  many  archives  in  the  province. 

Probably  the  Zeeland  decrees  followed  those  of  Holland  closely,  both  in 
time  and  in  contents.  Interestingly  in  Zeeland  at  least  four  types  of 
Stamps  were  used  for  an  obviously  much  smal  ler  amount  of  coins.  They 
are  the  Swimming  Lion  of  Zeeland  in  an  oval  of  pearls;  on  a plain 
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Orjvk.  Lion  on  a Shield  in  an 
oval  of  pearls  on  a Siegepiece 
a 1572  Velddaalder  of  Haarlem, 
raising  its  value  from  32  to 
36  stui  'ers . 


shield;  on  a plain  shield  in  an 
oval  of  pearls  and  on  a curved 
shield  in  an  oval  of  pearls. 

Figure  3 (below)  shows  the  second 
of  these  stamps  on  a 1/10  Philipps- 
daalder  1571  of  Gelderland.  There 
has  been  speculation  that  these  \ 
varieties  correspond  to  local 
areas,  but  that  is  probably  not 
the  case. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  marks 
placed  on  Netherlands  coins  do 
not  damage  either  the  King's  head 
nor  his  arms.  Until  1581  Philip 
was  still  officially  recognized 
as  sovereign  by  the  rebels.  This 
is  rather  like  the  situation  in 
Rhodesia  where  for  several  years 
after  the  Unilateral  Declaration 
of  Independence  in  1965  the  Smith 
government  recognized  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  as  the  head  of  State. 


Zeeland  are  by  no  means  restricted  to 


The  countermarks  of  Holland  and 
royal  coins  or  even  Low  Countries 
in  general.  Study  of  the  coins 
on  which  they  occur  gives  a good  ^ 
impression  of  the  variety  of  coins  1 
circulating  in  these  provinces.  " 
They  include  German,  English  and 
French  pieces,  though  the  great 
majority  is  indeed  of  coins  of 
the  Habsburg-Burgundi an  Netherlands. 


Cnmk.  Swimming  Lion  of  Zeeland  (2nd 
type ) on  a plain  shield  on  a 1/10 
Philipp sdaalder  of  1571  Gelderland. 


fij'3  Lastly  it  should  be  noted  that  the 

famous  Lion  dollars,  first  issued 
in  1575  and  1576  by  Holland,  owe 
their  creation  to  a similar  fiscal 
initiative.  They  were  issued  at 
an  inflated  rate  of  about  10  per- 
cent as  compared  to  other  coins.  A very  rough  comparison  would  be  to  pay 
dollar  for  dollar  Susan  B.  Anthony  coins  for  Eisenhower  pieces,  and  then 
making  new  Anthony  dollars  from  the  Eisenhower  stock.  Obviously  the  big- 
ger piece  has  a larger  intrinsic  value  that  the  smaller.  Here  the  com- 
parison ends  because  both  are  worth  less  than  one  dollar  in  metal  value. 


Oh  yes,  why  did  the  Spanish  not  win?  On  the  one  hand  they  were  not  used 
to  siege  warfare  in  wet  terrain  against  a determined  population.  And  on 
the  other  hand  they  were  left  unpaid  for  such  a long  time  that  they  final ~\m 
mutinied  and  abandoned  their  posts!  Spain  was  bled  white  by  the  Dutch  war^ 

★★*■*•*★★*★*+★★*★***+********■*"*'**★*★★*★★*★*****★*★★*****★*★★******★★'*'■***+* 


DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  the  coins  of  British  West  Africa  circulated  in  Nig- 
eria, Gambia,  Gold  Coast,  Sierra  Leone,  Togo  and  the  Cameroons.  ( Don  Etzel) 
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BREAD  TOKENS  OF  AMSTERDAM,  THE  NETHERLANDS 


by  the  late  Frits  J.  Bingen 


The  lead  tokens  illustrated  in  this  note  could  have  been  found  some 
years  ago  in  a large  hoard,  and  since  that  time  the  tokens  turn  up 
everywhere,  apparently  now  in  the  States  too.  For  some  time  ago  there 
appeared  a query  about  this  token  in  TAMS  (Token  & Medal  Society) 
JOURNAL  (February  1972,  page  53). 


Lead  Charity  tokens  of  the  Reformed  Poor-Board  of  Amsterdam. 
Charity  obv,  and  solid  token  (o)  and  later  holed  issue.  Tokens 
from  the  collection  of  Jeff  Schwartz,  Nijmegen. 

The  Dutch  text  on  the  tokens  is  BROODPENNING  DER  HERV: (ormde)  DIAKONIE 
TE  AMSTERDAM.  The  text  translates  to  "Bread  token  of  the  Reformed 
Poor-Relief  Board  in  Amsterdam."  In  the  field  a covered  table  has 
two  crossed  loaves  of  bread.  The  date  1861  is  in  exergue. 

On  the  reverse  you  read  VERGENOEGD  EN  DANKBAAR  (Satisfied  and  Thank- 
ful) around  the  seated  female  (Charity)  with  a dove  on  her  head  and 
a lamb  by  her  side. 

These  lead  tokens,  found  struck  without  a center  hole,  and  the  later 
ones  struck  with  a center  hole,  are  very  common. 

There  are  double  struck  tokens  with  four  loaves  of  bread  on  the 
table  (not  illustrated  here).  Also  known  struck  are  tokens  in  copper 
and  in  silver,  probably  not  for  the  poor!  - that  are  quite  scarce. 


Token  issued  by  the  Poor-Relief  Board  of  the  Calvinistic  Church 
in  1766  in  Amsterdam.  Photo  Courtesy:  Nancy  Green,  ANA  Librarian , 
from  the  NUMISMATIST , December  1947  issue. 

A similar  token  had  been  struck  in  lead  a century  earlier  for  the  Cal- 
vinistic Church  in  Amsterdam.  The  obverse  has  the  text  GEREFORMEERD 
DIACONTE  BROOD  (Bread  from  the  Poor-Relief  Board  of  the  Calvinistic 
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Church).  In  the  exergue  the  date  1766.  While  its  reverse  is  similar 
to  the  1861  tokens  pictured  here.  This  1766  bread  token  is  described 
and  pictured  in  O.P.  Eklund's  article  in  the  NUMISMATIST , Volume  LX 
December  1947  (our  source  of  the  photos  thru  our  photographer . A. Ed.) 
and  is  quite  scarce. 


********************************************************************** 
CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 

(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C^  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multip- 
le for  the  particular  year. 


FRANCE  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y69  - C;  Y70  - C;  Y71  - C;  Y72  - 

CX  (1929);  Y72a  - 1938;  Y73a  - CX  (1924,  1931,  1938);  Y73b.2  - 1941; 

Y73c  - C;  Y74  - 1945;  Y76a  - CX  (1919,  1934,  1938);  Y76b  - 1938,  1939 
thin;  Y77  - CX  (1924,  1928,  1929);  Y78  - CX  (1920,  1923,  1924,  1925); 

Y79  - CX  (1920,  1927);  Y80  - CX  (1940,  1947);  Y80a  - CX  (1944,  1944B, 
1945,  1 945 B , 1947);  Y81  - CX  (1935);  Y81a  - CX  1943,  1944B,  1946,  1946C, 
1947,  1947B) ; Y82  - CX  (1933,  1935,  1936,  1937);  Y82a  - CX  (1941,  1944B, 
1944C , 1945C , 1946,  1946B,  1946C,  1950B,  1951);  Y83  - C;  Y84  - 1933, 
1935;  Y84a  - 1939,  1940,  1946,  1946C;  Y84b  - CX  (1945C,  1952);  Y86  - 
1930,  1933,  1934;  Y86a  - CX  (1946,  1946B),  Y86b  - CX  (1947B);  Y87.1  - 

1938;  Y89  - C;  YV90  - C;  YV91  - 1941,  1942,  1943;  YV92  - CX  (1944); 

YV93  - C;  YV94  - 1942,  1943,  1944,  1944B;  YV95  - CX  (1943C);  YV96  - CX 
(1944);  Y98  - CX  (1956,  1958B,  1959);  Y99.1  - C;  Y99a.l  - 1950;  Y99a.2 
- CX  (1954,  1954B,  1957);  Y100  - CX  (1952B,  1954B,  1957,  1957B,  1958); 

Y 1 0 1 - CX  ( 1 958o) ; Y102  - C to  1973  X (1969,  1971,  1972);  Y103  - C; 

YA104  - C to  1978  X (1967,  1974);  Y104  - C to  1978  X (1972,  1974); 

Y 1 05  - C to  1978  X (1973,  1975);  Y106  - C;  Y107  - C to  1977  X (1975); 

Y108  - C to  1978;  Y109  - 1979,  1980;  Y110  - 1960,  1962,  1963,  1964; 

Y 11 0a  - 1970,  1971,  1972,  1973,  1974;  Ylll  - 1965;  YA112  - 1974,  1976, 

1977,  1979;  2 Franc  - 1982. 


FRENCH  COLONIES:  Cll  - 1827. 

FRENCH  EQUATORIAL  AFRICA:  Complete. 

FRENCH  IND0  CHINA:  Y1  - 1882,  1888;  Y2  - 1887,  1888;  Y3  - CX  (1898, 

1900,  1901,  1906,  1908);  Y4  - 1919,  1920,  1 920 (S ) , 1921A,  1922A,  1923(p); 

1926,  1927,  1930,  1937,  1938,  1939;  Y5  - 1930,  1937;  Y5a  - C;  Y12  - 

1936;  Y 1 3 - 1901,  1908,  1924;  Y16  - 1921,  1922,  1923,  1929,  1937;  Y17 

- 1921  , 1922,  1923,  1937;  Y18  - C;  Y20  - CX  (1936);  Y21  - C;  Y21  a - 
1941;  Y22  - C;  Y22a  - 1941;  Y23  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y26-  C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - 
1945(a);  YV30  - 1941T2V1,  1941T2V2;  YV31  - 1942;  YV32  - C;  YV33  - C. 

FRENCH  OCEANIA:  Complete. 

FRENCH  POLYNESIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y5a  - 1973; 

Y6  - CX  (1969);  Y7  - C;  Y7a  - 1975. 

FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA:  Complete. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  books  listed  in  this  section 
for  publication  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section. ) 

New  edition  of  standard  Spanish  reference 

MONEDAS  ESPANOLAS  DESDE  JUANA  Y CARLOS  A ISABEL  II  1504  A 1868.  6th 

edition.  Barcelona,  1985.  Bound  in  simulated  leather.  22  x 29cm, 

544  glossy  paper  pages.  Over  2,531  coins  are  photographed  and  more 
than  11,624  coins  described.  Price  will  be  about  US  $25  plus  postage. 
Further  details  can  be  obtained  and  orders  placed  by  contacting:  X. 

& F.  Calico,  Plaza  del  Angel  2,  Barcelona  2,  SPAIN. 

In  this  edition,  there  will  be  included  a new  reign  in  its  two  types: 
those  minted  in  the  name  of  Juana  & Carlos  and  those  that  only  bear 
the  name  of  Carlos  I.  This  new  section  has  been  added  as  previously 
promised.  The  authors  state  that  they  are  constantly  correcting  and 
revising  the  work  and  improving  photos  in  order  to  make  the  book  as 
good  as  possible.  They  have  excluded  certain  coins  which  they  believe 
were  never  minted  and  whose  listings  were  errors  carried  over  from 
older  catalogues.  Previously  unlisted  coins  are  being  added  to  the 
work  as  discovered.  This  book  is  a standard  reference  which  is  quite 
common  in  Spain  and  now  in  its  6th  edition. 

Information  from  Dale  Seppa's  trans- 
lation of  the  promotional  brochure 
by  X.  & F.  Calico. 


********************************************************************* 


BRITISH  REFORMED  SILVER  COINAGE  OF  1816 

by  John  DeMarais,  Balias,  Texas,  NI  # 1539 

In  1816  British  silver  currency  consisted  of  Bank  of  England  tokens, 
worn  pre-1792  French  coins,  and  some  badly-worn  British  silver.  Lord 
Liverpool's  Act  of  1816  authorized  the  striking  of  a new  silver  coin- 
age. In  February  1817  new  half-crowns,  shillings,  and  sixpences  were 
released  into  circulation.  Much  of  this  was  dated  1816  as  the  govern- 
ment felt  that  several  million  pounds  in  new  silver  should  be  struck 
before  initial  release.  The  public  was  given  two  weeks  to  redeem  old 
coinage  at  face  value.  The  new  coins  were  worth  less  than  face  value 
and  were  legal  tender  only  to  the  extent  of  forty  shillings  in  one 
payment.  Less  important  denominations  were  not  struck  until  1818. 

********************************************************************* 
CHILE,  1 PESO  1981 

by  John  DeMarais,  Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  #1539 

The  new  series  of  coins  that  began  in  1981  contains  a 1-peso  denom- 
ination. North  American  catalogues  have  recorded  only  the  5,  10  and 
50  peso  coins  of  the  series.  The  new  aluminum-bronze  1-peso  coin 
is  17mm  in  diameter  and  has  a smooth  edge.  Bearing  the  image  of 
Bernardo  O'Higgins,  it  is  a minature  of  the  type  of  1978.  One  peso 
is  currently  the  approximate  equal  of  the  United  States  cent. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Marmalakis,  Markos  J.  THE  GROWTH  AND  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  CHILEAN  ECON- 
OMY: FROM  INDEPENDENCE  TO  ALLEN DE.  xx  + 392pp,  tables,  figures,  in- 

dex. EGC  6-1/8"  by  9-1/4".  ISBN  01860-6.  Hardcover.  US  $20  post- 
paid within  USA,  other  countries  add  $4  for  registry.  Available 
from  Dale  Seppa , 103  - 6th  Avenue  N. , Virginia,  MN  55792. 

This  is  a solid  and  comprehensive  study  of  the  economic  growth  process 
in  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  controversial  countries  in  Latin 
America.  In  1840,  Chile  was  an  isolated,  colonial,  non-capitalist 
economy.  By  1973,  a per  capita  income  of  $800  had  put  it  in  the  van- 
guard of  the  moderately  developed  nations.  This  significant  economic 
climb  was  accompanied  by  pioneer  social  and  political  progress  al- 
though it  has  not  satisfied  rising  internal  basic  needs  or  matched 
the  progress  of  the  USA  or  the  Western  European  nations. 

Information  from  Dale  Seppa 


Goldsmith,  Raymond  W.  THE  FINANCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  INDIA  1860-1977. 

xiv  + 240pp,  index,  bibliography,  tables.  Hardcover.  US  $40  within 
USA,  other  countries  add  $4  for  registry.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa 
(address  given  above). 

A complete  review  of  the  period  covered,  this  book  touches  on  the  de- 
velopment of  financial  institutions  in  India.  While  of  more  use  to 
the  serious  economist  or  student  of  history,  it  will  be  useful  to  the 
serious  numismatist  or  notaphile,  particularly  those  writing  books  or 
arti  cles . 


Information  from  Dale  Seppa 


THE  FINANCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  JAPAN  1868-1977.  xiv  + 233pp, 

index,  bibliography,  tables.  Hardcover.  US  $35  within  USA,  other 
countries  add  $4  for  registry.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa  (address 
above) . 

The  scope  and  intent  of  this  book  is  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
previously  cited  work.  Useful  and  informative. 

Information  from  Dale  Seppa 


Chernetsov,  A.  V.  (Translated  by  H.  Bartlett  Wells).  TYPES  OF  RUS- 
SIAN COINS  OF  THE  XIV-XV  CENTURIES:  AN  ICONOGRAPHIC  STUDY.  BAR  In- 

ternation  Series  #167,  1983.  1 91 pp  + XLII  plates,  card  covers.  8" 

x 11 H".  Available  from  British  Archeological  Reports,  122  Banbury 
Road,  Oxford  0X2  7BP , England.  £15  or  US  $24  postpaid. 

This  ambitious  work  "examines  types  of  Russian  coins  of  the  XIV-XV 
centuries  as  a class  of  ancient  Russian  representational  art  from 
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the  standpoint  of  their  iconography  and  the  meaning  they  convey." 

The  author  provides  first  an  overview  of  the  numismatic  literature 
dealing  with  the  period,  remarking  that  Oreshnikov's  comprehensive 
1896  treatment  remains  still  the  "best  and  the  fundamental  instrument" 
for  the  study  of  Russian  numismatics  of  the  XIV-XV  centuries.  Tol- 
stoi's and  Ilyin's  authoritative  works  on  the  subject  were  never 
fully  carried  out  and  the  important  later  materials  (Yanin,  Lvov,  Mets , 
Spassky,  Melnikova,  Fedorov-Davi dov , Shorin  et  al)  tend  generally  to 
deal  more  intensively  with  more  narrowly  focussed  themes. 

Chapter  1 discusses  monetary  circulation  and  coinage  in  XIV-XV  Century 
Russia.  First,  as  an  aside,  the  author  covers  the  "coinless  period" 
with  its  silver  bar  grivny  and  the  earlier  brief  time  of  pre-Mongol 
coinage.  Then,  in  10  pages,  he  reviews  the  political  structure  and 
the  intricacies  of  its  development  and  traces  the  rise  of  the  main 
coin-producing  centres.  Minting  arrangements,  techniques,  metrology 
and  fiscal  policy  are  outlined.  The  chapter  ends  with  a detailed 
treatment  of  the  coins'  external  appearance  and  characteristics,  iden- 
tifying the  numerous  sources  of  influence  - Mongolian,  Byzantine, 
European  as  well  as  native  folk-themes. 

Chapter  2 surveys  in  depth  the  materials  used  for  comparison.  There 
are  the  feudal  emblems  - some  derived  from  Mongol  tamgas , some  in  the 
form  of  blazes  used  on  timber,  etc.  Stone  carvings  on  cathedrals  find 
comparable  coin  images,  as  do  ornamental  carvings  on  croziers,  cere- 
monial staffs,  sword-hilts,  shields,  etc.  Miniatures,  of  which  vast 
numbers  are  known,  are  a rich  source  for  comparison.  A form  of  art 
that  persisted  later  in  Russia  than  in  Europe  is  the  marginal  illumin- 
ation and  fancy  capitals  in  manuscripts.  These  depict  various  images 
that  coins  repeat  - especially  fantastic  creatures,  and  when  allegory 
is  involved  it  can  generally  be  more  readily  deduced  through  textual 
context  than  from  a simple  coin.  Seals  and  coins  share  much  imagery, 
though  the  latter  tend  more  toward  native  secular  - even  folk-art  - 
representation. 

The  heart  of  the  book  is  the  100-page  Chapter  3 - "The  Images  Upon 
the  Coins".  The  author  systematizes  these  by  "iconographic  propin- 
quity, examining  the  subjects  and  elements  of  compositions  in  an  order 
running  from  their  higher  and  more  complicated  forms  to  their  simpler 
and  lower  ones.  In  doing  this,  I examine  images  of  the  human  figure 
as  a start,  then  images  of  animals  and  birds  (both  real  and  fanciful), 
then  other  objects  and  all  sorts  of  abstract  symbols."  The  icono- 
graphic development  and  stylistic  context  and  symbolism  of  various 
representations  of  the  human  figure,  for  example,  go  from  the  stand- 
ing figure  to  profiles,  compositions  including  human  figures,  heads 
with  arms,  hunting  and  combat  scenes,  the  ruler  on  this  throne,  horse- 
men and  heads  - each  exhaustively  dealt  with  and  abundantly  illus- 
trated on  the  plates  as  referenced  in  the  text.  The  same  treatment 
is  applied  to  animals;  fantastic  creatures  - dragons,  griffins  and 
a rich  repertory  of  centaurs,  sirens,  gorgons,  satyrs  and  double 
eagles;  trees  and  plants,  plaiting  (with  the  Mongol  good-luck  knot); 
fanciful  letters,  etc. 

Summarizing  his  results  in  the  conclusion,  the  author  makes  the  follow- 
ing salient  points  (among  others): 
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--  A considerable  part  of  the  popular  figures  represented  on  coins 
are  also  known  from  other  products  of  ancient  Russian  art.  At  the 
same  time,  we  are  acquainted  with  figures. .. .rarely  encountered  in 
other  ancient  Russian  art  output  - for  example  those  reflecting  the 
idea  of  punishment  for  counterfeiters  and  the  figures  of  the  mint 
operative.  In  this  connection,  the  earlier  coins. . .reflect  a more 
specific  array  of  subjects,  whereas  later  on,  it  is  images  and  composi- 
tions popular  in  other  departments  of  ancient  Russian  art  as  well  that 
come  to  be  extensively  disseminated  on  coins. 

--  Evidently  during  the  initial  period  of  the  dissemination  of  mint- 
ing in  Rus,  there  was  a tendency  to  place  on  coins  specific  images 
proper  to  them  alone,  ones  which  only  later  came  to  be  filled  out  from 
among  the  store  of  popular  subjects  from  other  fields  of  representation- 
al art. 

--  The  trifling  quantity  of  ecclesiastical  subjects. .. .is  signifi- 
cant, the  more  so  that  religious  subjects  are  represented  on  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  Russian  lead  seals  - the  category  which  is  most 
closely  associated  with  coins... and  which  precedes  or  is  contemporary 
with  the  Russian  coins  (of  the  period). 

--  The  images  on  coins ...  taken  as  a whole,  constitute  a sort  of  sui 
generis  intermediate  group  between  the  miniatures  in  the  historical 
manuscripts  on  the  one  hand  and  the  reliefs  of  the  Vladimir-Suzdal 
cathedrals  and  other  applied  art  productions  on  the  other ... .these 
are  not  depictions  of  Russian  princes,  but  idealized  figures  standing 
for  them  (dragon-fi ghters  who  are  sometimes  battling  with  a dragon 
even  as  they  wear  their  crowns),  their  regalia  are  presented  in  con- 
ventional terms,  and  do  not  correspond  to  those  which  were  actually  in 
use  among  the  Russian  princes .. .This  distinguished  the  realm  of  fig- 
ures on  coins  from  that  of  illustrations  in  miniatures. 

This  is  a scholar's  book.  Substantively,  it  compromises  not  at  all  to 
the  lazy  reader.  The  author  produces  a strai ght-forward , clean  text 
which  gains  in  Bartlett  Wells'  elegant  translation.  Much  is  made  now- 
adays of  the  need  for  inter-disciplinary  synthesis.  Here  is  a most 
impressive  example. 

A word  about  the  plates:  23  of  the  42  carry  2x  halftones  of  coins, 

all  but  a handful  of  the  same  period  (there  a few  pre-Mongol  pieces 
and  20  bar-shaped  grivny).  Some  475  XIV-XV  Century  "Oreshnikov  coins" 
are  illustrated.  In  almost  all  cases  only  the  image  side  is  shown. 
Attribution  to  Oreshnikov  or  Tolstoi  are  provided  on  a page  opposite 
each  plate  and  each  coin's  unillustrated  side  is  briefly  described. 
Discussion  of  each  illustrated  coin  comes  in  the  text  of  Chapter  3 
where  it  is  keyed  to  the  coin's  number  on  its  plate.  The  remaining 
19  plates  depict  princely  emblems,  blazes,  seals,  church  carvings, 
manuscript  ornamentations,  miniatures,  carved  staffs  and  other  arti- 
facts, and  images  of  centaurs  - all  related  to  coins  under  discussion. 

The  disciplined  reader  who  determines  to  devote  the  time  and  appli- 
cation to  the  task  will  find  the  book  abundantly  rewarding  - the  more 
so  if  he  stays  the  full,  rigourous  course.  Even  if,  like  most,  he  only 
dips,  he'll  find  an  extraordinary  range  of  interwoven  fact,  association 
and  derivation  that  cannot  fail  to  fascinate.  But  for  the  collector 
who  is  visually  oriented,  there's  this  redeeming  consolation  - where 
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else  could  you  find  475  good  Oreshnikov/Tolstoi  enlarged  photos,  all 
attributed  and  referenced,  for  just  £l5/$24-? 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander  and  re- 
printed with  permission  from  the 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY. 

********************************************************************* 


TOKENS  AROUND  US:  URUGUAY 


by  Jerry  F.  Schimmel 3 San  Francisco3  CA3  NI  # 1822 


A Uruguay  an  Estancia  Token 

The  token  displayed  comes  from  the  Department  of  San  Jos6,  just  North- 
west of  the  national  capital  of  Montevideo.  Even  more  likely  is  that 
the  Estancia , or  estate,  of  Sr.  Portela  is  or  was  located  around  the 
departmental  seat  of  San  Jos§  de  Mayo.  The  token  is  usual  design  of  those 
issued  by  beef  cattle  ranches  of  Uruguay  carrying  the  firm's  cattle 
brand  and  country  of  provenance  as  part  of  the  legend.  The  high 
quality  of  the  striking  suggests  that  this  was  a substantial  operation. 
Most  other  Uruguayan  beef  ranch  tokens  are  of  several  varieties  of 
stock  pieces  with  blank  areas  for  the  counterstamping  of  the  firm's 
cattle  brand.  Since  this  token  has  a denomination  of  50  (Cent£simos) 
it  was  probably  used  for  the  payment  of  employee  salaries.  A 1 (Cen- 
t6simo)  piece  of  this  series  is  also  known,  so  it  is  likely  that  other 
denominations  exist  as  well. 

The  piece  shown  is  brass,  35mm.  in  diameter  and  was  probably  manufactured 
in  the  1920 ' s or  1930' s.  The  maker's  signature  is  Tamrnaro,a  Monte- 
video diesinker  who  made  a great  number  of  the  tokens  for  his  country. 
(Source:  J.  Schimmel  collection.)  (B  35  b/b. ) 

********************************************************************** 
COINS  IN  A GREAT  BELL 

In  1726,  Michael  Witterwerch  of  Gdansk,  Poland  cast  the  great  bell  for 
the  Cathedral.  The  craftsman  apparently  had  an  interest  in  coins  as 
there  are  positive  casts  of  four  coins  in  the  bell.  A coin  of  Salz- 
burg, a Dutch  silver  coin,  an  Austrian  taler  and  the  reverse  of  an 
Amiens,  French  Ecu. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  Kansas  67216:  I can 

use  help  on  my  study  of  Annam,  Cambodia  and  Indochina.  I need  to  bor- 
row or  purchase  the  following  two  references;  will  pay  postage  both 
ways  or  pay  for  photo  copies:  Desire  LaCroix,  Annam 3 Paris,  1900, 

and  Albert  Schroeder's  2-volume  set  on  Annam  coinage,  Paris,  1900. 

Does  anyone  have  a bibliography  on  either  of  these  F.I.C.  designer- 
engravers  --  P.  Turin  and  Cochet?  I also  need  to  know  who  designed 
the  1905  Tonkin,  the  desi gner-engraver  of  Cambodia  palace  tokens  of 
1875  and  the  1-centime  coin  of  1897.  Also,  I need  photos  and  infor- 
mation on  the  F.I.C.  1890  piastre.  Why  do  most  occur  in  low  grade, 
and  why  are  they  so  hard  to  sell?  Do  these  1890  pieces  exist  with 
chopmarks? 

LTC  Joseph  E.  Boling,  HQ  U5ARJ/IX  CORPS,  Attn:  G3,  APO  San  Francisco 

96343:  All  correspondents  should  use  this  address  after  July  15,  1984. 


ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration , if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  U.S.A. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  Kansas  67216:  Need 

help  on  Cochin  China  coin.  The  French  Cochin  China  50  cent  1879  bus- 
iness strike  has  a Bee/A/Anchor  reverse.  Essai  issue  has  Anchor/A/ 
Anchor.  I need  to  know  if  1879  F.C.C.  Piastre  without  ESSAI  has  Bee/ 
A/Anchor.  The  common  one  marked  ESSAI  has  Anchor/A/Anchor.  Does  1884 
F.C.C.  Piastre  exist  with  both  Bee/A/Anchor  and  Cornucopia/A/Fasces 
anything  like  F.I.C.  1931  1 Cent  Torch/Wing,  1896  10  Cent,  20  Cent, 
Fasces/Torch.  The  1885  F.C.C.  Piastres  that  I have  studied  have 
Cornucopia/A/Fasces  like  start  of  Indochina  Piastres  1885  to  1896. 

R.  Jordan,  Freitagstrasse  32,  D-872  Schweinfurt,  West  Germany:  Col- 

lector of  numismatic  literature  (worldwide)  seeks  complete  years  of 
numismatic  magazines  in  every  language  before  1945.  Please  offer! 
Exlibris  (bookplates)  picturing  coins  and  exlibris  of  coin-collectors 
are  collected  as  wel 1 . 

*********** ********************************************************** 
VENEZUELA,  5 CENT  IMPS  1983 

by  John  De Marais , Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  #1539 

A new  5-centimo  piece  is  now  in  circulation  in  Venezuela.  The  new 
coin  is  nickel -coated  steel  but  is  otherwise  identical  to  the  previous 
issue  of  copper-clad  steel  pieces  dating  from  1974.  The  18mm  coin 
has  a smooth  edge  and  bears  the  date  1983.  This  new  coin  is  undoubt- 
edly cleaner  looking,  but  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  distinguish 
from  the  nickel  25  and  50  centimo  pieces. 
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